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Lake Manatee
at Sunset

Kerry Wright, one of six PRECO 2019 photo contest
winners, went to the lake near State Road 64 to
photograph the setting sun. “The sunset was not good,
so I turned in the opposite direction and saw great
golden colors facing southeast,” Kerry says. “At first
I was disappointed that the boat was interrupting my
scene, but then as it moved farther into the scene I
saw an opportunity for a nice composition.”
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Clip this offer to apply for coverage!

Now, from United of Omaha Life Insurance Company and Companion Life Insurance Company...

Whole Life Insurance.
Are you between the ages
of 45 and 85*?
Then this GUARANTEED
ACCEPTANCE policy is for YOU!
>> Choose from 4 benefit levels - up to $25,000!
>> Rates “lock-in” at the age you apply - never
go up again!

NO medical exam!

Plus...
Proceeds paid directly to your beneficiary

>> Call for your FREE all-by-mail application packet!
>> Call TOLL-FREE

Builds cash value and is renewable up to age 100!**...
Then automatically pays YOU full benefit amount!***

1-866-386-7871

Or apply online at

Policy cannot be canceled – EVER – because of
changes in health!

www.MutualGuaranteedLife.com
Why this policy? Why now?
Our graded death benefit whole life insurance policy can be used to
pay funeral costs, final medical expenses...or other monthly bills.
You know how important it can be to help protect your family from
unnecessary burdens after you pass away. Maybe your own parents
or loved one did the same for you. OR, maybe they DIDN’T and you
sure wish they would have!
The important thing is that, right now, you can make a decision that
could help make a difficult time a little easier for your loved ones.
It’s a responsible, caring and affordable decision. And, right now, it’s
something you can do with one simple phone call.
You may have been putting off purchasing life insurance, but you
don’t have to wait another day. This offer is a great opportunity to
help start protecting your family today.

NO health questions!

Your affordable monthly rate will “lock-in” at
your application age* ...
$3,000.00
Benefit

Age
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-85

Male
$10.45
$11.50
$14.20
$17.20
$20.50
$27.40
$37.00
$50.50

Female
$8.80
$9.70
$11.95
$13.30
$16.00
$21.40
$30.10
$42.55

$5,000.00
Benefit

Male
$16.75
$18.50
$23.00
$28.00
$33.50
$45.00
$61.00
$83.50

Female
$14.00
$15.50
$19.25
$21.50
$26.00
$35.00
$49.50
$70.25

$10,000.00 $25,000.00
Benefit

Benefit

Male Female Male Female
$32.50 $27.00 $79.75 $66.00
$36.00 $30.00 $88.50 $73.50
$45.00 $37.50 $111.00 $92.25
$55.00 $42.00 $136.00 $103.50
$66.00 $51.00 $163.50 $126.00
$89.00 $69.00 $221.00 $171.00
$121.00 $98.00 $301.00 $243.50
$166.00 $139.50 $413.50 $347.25

The rates above include a $12 annual policy fee.

This is a solicitation of individual insurance. A licensed insurance agent/producer may contact you by telephone. These

policies contain benefits, reductions, limitations, and exclusions to include a reduction
in death benefits during the first two years of policy ownership. In NY, during the first two years,

110% of premiums will be paid. Whole Life Insurance is underwritten by United of Omaha Life Insurance Company, 3300
Mutual of Omaha Plaza, Omaha, NE 68175 which is licensed nationwide except NY. Life insurance policies issued in NY
are underwritten by Companion Life Insurance Company, Hauppauge, NY 11788. Each company is responsible for its own
financial and contractual obligations. Not available in all states. Benefit amounts vary by state. Policy Form ICC11L059P or
state equivalent (7780L-0505 in FL, 828Y-0505 in NY).
*Ages 50 to 75 in NY.
**In FL policy is renewable until age 121.
***All benefits paid would be less any outstanding loan.
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Find Out if You Have
Unclaimed Capital Credits
Peace River Electric Cooperative is a not-forprofit electric utility owned by the members
we serve. As a member-owner, you share in
the profits, which are called margins. These
margins are returned to members in the form
of capital credits.
Returning margins is a two-step process that
starts with the allocation of capital credits in the
year the margins are generated.
Step 1. Margins are generated whenever
PRECO collects revenue in excess of expenses.
Annually, these margins are allocated to each
member in proportion to the amount of
electricity they buy that year.
Step 2. In the future, when it’s financially sound
to do so, PRECO disburses capital credits
through the retirement process.
A portion of the capital credits checks PRECO
issued in 2016 were returned due to an incorrect
address or not cashed. We have created a list
of individuals and businesses that may have
unclaimed capital credits.

There are two ways to see if you are on the list:
 Go online.
Visit our website at www.preco.coop.
 Visit a PRECO office.
PRECO Headquarters
210 Metheny Road
Wauchula, Florida 33873
Manatee Service Center
14505 Arbor Green Trail
Lakewood Ranch, Florida 34202
Office hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday
If your name or business is listed, please call us
at 800-282-3824, extension 4705. The deadline
for claiming these funds is March 31, 2020.

Preserving an
Endangered Heritage

DISPLAY ADVERTISING INQUIRIES
American MainStreet Publications 611 S.
Congress Ave. Ste. 504 Austin, TX 78704-1714;
800-626-1181 or 512-441-5200; www.amp.coop.

Up Close, Page 10

© 2020 Pioneer Utility Resources. All rights
reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part
without written permission is prohibited. Direct
reprint requests to editor@floridacurrents.com.

Great Gardens,
Less Work
Spotlight, Page 12

For additional content,
search @FloridaCurrents
on your favorite
social media sites and
www.floridacurrents.com.
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Valentine’s Day for
the Whole Family
In the Kitchen, Page 16
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PRECO’s
2020 District
Meetings
Members of Districts 1, 4 and
7 are invited to attend their
district meeting this month.
District 1
February 10
College Hill Community Center
Bowling Green

District 4
February 6
Craig’s RV Park
Arcadia

District 7
February 11
Risen Savior Lutheran Church
Lakewood Ranch
Members of these districts will receive
a flyer by mail with additional details.

Important Information
X
X
X
X
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Your district is listed on your
electric bill.
Must have photo ID to register.
For faster registration, bring the
flyer you receive in the mail.
Only authorized individuals
designated on the account may
register on behalf of a business.
F E B R UA RY 2020

In addition to taking care of cooperative business matters,
enjoy door prizes and light refreshments.
All registered members receive a $10 electric bill credit.

Bonus Chance to Win!
Registered members will be entered in a
drawing* to win a Eufy RoboVac 30C Max
robotic vacuum cleaner. This powerful,
self-charging, Wi-Fi-enabled home cleaning
device is valued at $320.
*One winner will be randomly drawn from all
registered members who attend the cooperative’s
three district meetings held in 2020.

Plan Now to Attend Your Co-op’s
80th Annual Membership Meeting
Peace River Electric Cooperative members are
invited to the annual celebration of their local
utility Saturday, March 21. Registration opens at
10 a.m. Bring photo identification to register for
the meeting and qualify for door prize drawings.
FREE!
Hot dogs
1
Soft drinks
March 2ark
Ice cream
PRECO P ad
Fries
ht Ro
220 Knig la
Kettle corn
Wauchu
Funnel cakes
Live music
Kids’ play area
Informational and educational booths
Door prize drawings for registered members
Classic Car Show
Come see the more than 60 classic cars expected to be
on display. Meet and talk with the owners.
Southern Express Bluegrass Band
A traditional bluegrass band, Southern Express
brings years of professional experience in music and
performing. The talented group serves up great family
entertainment.
California Toe Jam
A local, well-loved, good-time oldies band, California
Toe Jam’s family-friendly show brings smiles to faces of
all ages.

SAVE THE DATE.
WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!
F E B R UA RY 2 0 2 0
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ENERGY MATTERS

A Designer Trend
New technology and
personal preferences
give you more control
over your electricity.
By Paul Wesslund

The thermostat on your wall marks a new
era in electricity. Whether it’s a dial-style
older than you or a digital model installed
last month, it’s become more than just a
way to set the temperature in your home.
That familiar gadget is now a gateway to
a world where consumers have more say
over their electric service.
You might call it designer electricity.
New technology, new regulations and
new ways of thinking are reshaping the
utility industry. Consumers can regulate
the temperature in their home more
precisely. They can even generate their own
electricity with rooftop solar panels and sell
the excess power back to their utility.
This new world started taking shape in
the 1990s, says Andrew Cotter, a program
manager for the Business and Technology
Strategies Group of the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association.
Cutting costs and raising reliability for

sensitive electronic equipment was top
of mind. Companies were willing to pay
extra for electric service that wouldn’t blink
off for even a fraction of a second. Other
companies didn’t need such high reliability,
and looked for ways to pay less in return
for occasional power interruptions.
“This is a trend that’s been going on for
a long time, but it’s just starting in homes,”
Cotter says, noting that thermostats “can
be the entry point for a lot of people to
take advantage of smart-home technology
and be more energy efficient.”
A programmable thermostat can be set
to avoid heating and cooling when you’re
not home, or set separate temperatures for
rooms you don’t use often.
That’s just the beginning of ways
consumers are making more of their
own energy decisions. Highly efficient
LED bulbs can be controlled from your
smartphone. Washers and dryers sense

Saving Big? Timing Is Everything
DID YOU KNOW that when you use
electricity often matters as much as
how much electricity you consume?
It’s no surprise electricity use
fluctuates throughout the day.
Electric utilities must be able to
provide enough electricity to meet the
energy demands of their consumers
during times of highest energy use—
“on-peak hours”—typically in the early
morning, when people start their day,
and evening hours, when they return
home after work.
To reduce peak energy demand and
save money, many electric utilities have
created a time-of-use rate program to
encourage electricity use during off-peak
hours, when energy is less expensive
to provide. Using less on-peak power

6
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means lower costs for your utility and,
ultimately, lower rates for consumers.
That involves performing some of
your daily chores such as running the
dishwasher or doing laundry during
off-peak hours; plugging electronics,
TVs and power tools into a power
strip and turning it off during peak
hours; adjusting the settings on your
programmable thermostat so your
heating/cooling system syncs up
with off-peak rate periods; and using
automatic timers to run hot tubs,
pool pumps, water heaters and other
appliances.
Similar to saving money by
attending a matinee, you can keep more
money in your wallet simply by using
electricity during an off-peak period.

THE POWER TO SAVE

Consumers have more options in how they use electricity, which means big
changes for electric utilities. Here are a few of the major trends and developments:
how much water and heat need to be used
to clean and dry your clothes.
All that efficiency makes a difference.
Americans’ electricity use decreased by
about 2% in the past three years, according
to the U.S. Department of Energy’s Energy
Information Administration. That trend is
expected to continue for at least the next
couple of years.
It Started With Batteries
While energy efficiency saves money, the
story of battery storage shows the bigger
picture of how consumers are putting utility
decision-making into their own hands.
The story began with homeowners using
portable, motorized generators to power
refrigerators and other crucial appliances
during extended outages. Driven by the
demand for smaller and stronger chargers
for smartphones and other electronics,
battery technology improved.
Battery companies thought their
improved product could grab part of the
portable generator market. Tesla, the highend electric car company, soon announced
a battery designed to look attractive
enough to hang on your wall and provide
backup power. Other companies followed.
In addition to promising relief from
power outages, Tesla promoted its battery
to the growing renewable energy market.
Homeowners installing solar panels
on their roofs ran into a problem: They
generated a lot of electricity in the middle
of a sunny day, when no one was home to
use it, and none at night, when they were
home wanting to use electricity.
Batteries can store the sunlight.
But Where Is the Price Point?
While the march toward more choices
in electric service might seem inevitable,
Cotter sees it as an uphill battle because of
one key question: Is it worth it?
“Do you want to spend $10,000 for

Energy Efficiency
Efficient lightbulbs and other appliances have
reduced electricity sales, even as the population
increases, the economy improves and we use
more electronic devices.

Renewable Energy
Rooftop solar panel use is increasing enough
that some utilities notice a decrease in
sales during the sunniest part of the day.
Homeowners with solar panels are selling
excess electricity back to the utility.

BATTERY

Bigger, Better Batteries
Spurred by research into stronger batteries for
electric cars and smartphones, you can now buy
a battery powerful and pretty enough to hang
on your wall as a backup during power outages.
Note: That cool gizmo can cost up to $10,000!

a photovoltaic system on your roof and
another $10,000 for a battery to avoid 45
minutes a year of power outage?” he asks.
That’s where your old-fashioned
thermostat could put you on the cutting
edge of the trend toward more customer
choice. You can decide you like things the
way they are.
“People are generally happy with their
electric service,” Cotter says.
Some hobbyists might want to design
ways to manage their electricity, but a lot
of others don’t want to pay money for

hardware only to save a few dollars a year,
he notes.
In an era of more energy options,
vendors will be promoting batteries, solar
panels and other gizmos. Cotter advises
consumers to check with their utility
before making major power-use decisions.
“Talk to your co-op first because they’re
the local energy expert,” he says. “Vendors
have a goal of selling products. The
co-op—as a not-for-profit, member-owned
utility—has a different perspective that will
be more in your interest.”
F E B R UA RY 202 0
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Apply Now for a PRECO Scholarship!
Peace River Electric
Cooperative’s charitable
foundation, Operation
Round Up, will award
$100,000 in scholarships
to college-bound students.

Operation Round Up is funded by the generous
donations of our members who agree to round up
their monthly electric bills to the next dollar.
8
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Who is eligible to apply?
 PRECO members.
 Dependent children of PRECO members.
 Graduating high school seniors.
 Students already attending a college.
 Adults who want to get a college degree.

Award Amounts
Four-year scholarships
of up to $8,000
Two-year scholarships
of up to $4,000

For complete eligibility requirements and
scholarship rules, download the Operation
Round Up scholarship application today at
www.preco.coop/community/scholarships.

Application deadline is February 28

SUPER COUPON
1,000+ Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com

Customer Rating

SUPER COUPON

26" x 22" SINGLE BANK EXTRA DEEP CABINETS

$

• Super-Strong,
Ultra-Lightweight
Composite Plastic
• Magnetic Base & 360° Swivel
Hook for Hands-Free Operation
• 3- AAA Batteries (included)
• 144 Lumens

CE
YOUR CHOIRS
OF 6 COLO

29999 $27999

• 9800 cu. in. of storage
• 1000 lb. capacity
• Weighs 175 lbs.

ALL IN A SINGLE
SUPER POWERFUL LIGHT
COMPARE TO

SNAP-ON
$

1,750

Cannot be used with other discounts or prior purchases. Original coupon must be presented.
Valid through 3/31/20 while supplies last. Limit 1 FREE GIFT per customer per day.

Item 64434, 64432, 64162, 56104, 56105, 56106

SUPER
COUPON

SUPER
COUPON
Customer Rating

72" x 80" 5000 LUMEN, 4 FT. LED
MOVING HANGING SHOP LIGHT
BLANKET • 30,000 hour

Customer Rating

13

*95603954
*
95603954

MODEL: KRA4008FPBO

COMPARE TO

BLUE HAWK
$ 99

19

MODEL: 77280

SAVE
70%

8

$ 99

ITEM 69505/62418/66537 shown

*95592584
*
95592584

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day. Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot be used with
other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership,
Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day Parking Lot Sale item, compressors,
floor jacks, safes, storage cabinets, chests or carts, trailers, welders, Admiral, Ames, Atlas,
Bauer, Central Machinery, Cobra, CoverPro, Daytona, Diamondback, Earthquake, Fischer,
Hercules, Icon, Jupiter, Lynxx, Poulan, Predator, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on
prior purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 3/31/20.

GOOD

12" DUAL-BEVEL SLIDING
COMPOUND MITER SAW

SUPER
COUPON

BETTER

Customer Rating

3-1/2" VERTICAL CROWN MOLDING CAPACITY

LED life

2-5/8" TALL SLIDING FENCES

Superior Features and Accuracy

12" DUAL-BEVEL SLIDING
COMPOUND MITER SAW
WITH LED AND LASER GUIDE
6-1/2" VERTICAL CROWN MOLDING CAPACITY

LASER GUIDE LIGHT

4-1/2" TALL SLIDING FENCES

129 99 $13999

$

SAVE $88 PROFESSIONAL
WOODWORKER

NOW

SAVE
33%

$

ITEM 64410

2999 $1 9

Blade sold
separately.

99

SUPER
COUPON
Customer Rating

LASER GUIDE LIGHT & LED WORK LIGHT

179

$

21871

MODEL: 8637

$

COMPARE TO

SAVE $90 RYOBI

Not available
in AZ, OH, OK
and VA.

19999
$
269

MODEL: TSS120L

FREE

BLADE INCLUDED

1999

$

ITEM 61970/56597/56775/61969 shown

ITEM 64686

VALUE

*95608502
*
95608502

*95609032
*
95609032

*95611018
*
95611018

*95611032
*
95611032

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 3/31/20*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 3/31/20*

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 3/31/20*

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 3/31/20*

SUPER
COUPON

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

LATEX COATED
WORK GLOVES
$ 99
NOW

1

$5 99

20%
OFF

Standard Features and Accuracy

COMPARE TO $

NOW

SUPER COUPON

ANY
SINGLE
ITEM*

ITEM 63878/63991
PERFORMANCE $ 52 64005/69567/60566
MODEL: W2364
TOOL
63601/67227shown

COMPARE TO

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 3/31/20*

WITH ANY PURCHASE

SUPER BRIGHT LED/SMD
WORK LIGHT/FLASHLIGHT

SAVE
$
1,470

*95605351
*
95605351

FREE

OVER 5,000
5 STAR REVIEWS
Customer
Rating

Customer Rating

NOW

SAVE
75%

BLUE HAWK
$ 98

5

COMPARE TO

ANVIL

ITEM 61437, 90912,
61435, 90913, 61436, 90909 shown

MODEL: LW30700-L

SUPER GLUE - PACK OF 3

130 PIECE TOOL KIT 17 FT. TYPE IA
WITH CASE MULTI-TASK LADDER

$1 49

COMPARE TO

SUPER
COUPON

$

66

39

MODEL: A137HOS

$29

SAVE
54%

$

ITEM 68998/63248/64080/64263/63091 shown

99

3999

•
•
•
•

$

Customer Rating

Versatile - 24 configurations
Safe + Secure + Stable
Super Strong - Holds 300 lbs.
Weighs 34 lbs.

13999

NOW

99¢

NOW

$1 09

COMPARE TO

LITTLE GIANT
$
99

298

99

SAVE $189

MODEL: XE M17

1

$ 69
COMPARE TO

Customer Rating
Cu

GORILLA
$ 98

3

MODEL: 78001

ITEM 63419/67646/62514/63418/63417 shown

SAVE
75%

ITEM 42367

*95611457
*
95611457

*95617001
*
95617001

*95617371
*
95617371

*95630694
*
95630694

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 3/31/20*

LIMIT 2 - Coupon valid through 3/31/20*

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 3/31/20*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 3/31/20*

SUPER
COUPON

SUPER
COUPON

29 PIECE 10" PNEUMATIC TIRE
TITANIUM
DRILL BIT SET
NOW
Customer Rating

2/10/50 AMP, 12 VOLT
BATTERY CHARGER AND
ENGINE STARTER

Customer Rating

$
COMPARE TO

59

SAVE
49%

54

99

NOW

$1 0 99

NOW

9
$299

SCHUMACHER $ 77
MODEL: SE-1250 ITEM 60581/3418/60653 shown
ELECTRIC

COMPARE TO

DEWALT

$

$ 99
6814 SAVE 83% 18

MODEL: DW1369

ITEM 5889/62281/61637 shown

SUPER
COUPON

Customer Rating

$3

2000 WATT SUPER QUIET
INVERTER GENERATOR

Customer Rating

• 12 hour run time

NOW

99

5

$ 99
COMPARE TO

99
$449

SAVE
50%

$

8

$ 09

FARM & RANCH

MODEL: FR1055

ITEM 62523

ITEM 69385/62388/62409/62698/30900 shown

SAVE $559

49999
$

COMPARE TO

HONDA

1,009

MODEL: EU2000i

*95631334
*
95631334

*95637341
*
95637341

*95642073
*
95642073

*95648149
*
95648149

LIMIT 2 - Coupon valid through 3/31/20*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 3/31/20*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 3/31/20*

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 3/31/20*

1 SELLING JACKS IN AMERICA

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

#

RAPID PUMP 3 TON STEEL
HEAVY DUTY FLOOR JACK
®

Customer Rating

14" ELECTRIC
CHAINSAW

SUPER
COUPON

SUPER
COUPON

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER 30" x 18" HARDWOOD DOLLY
• 1000 lb. capacity

Customer Rating

• Weighs 70 lbs.

NOW

$8999
$

NOW

99

99

COMPARE TO

$

135 27

POWERBUILT MODEL: 647593

ITEM 56621/56622/56623/56624 shown

SAVE $45

$

49

99

$39

99

ITEM 64498/64497 shown

COMPARE TO

SAVE
44%
COMPARE TO

CRAFTSMAN
$ 74

PERFORMAX
$ 99

MODEL: 071-45247

MODEL: 2411-1

SAVE 80
50%

17

$

14

99

NOW

$9

ITEM 69645/60625 shown

99

COMPARE TO

MILWAUKEE
$ 97

19

MODEL: 33700

$

1599

SAVE 39%

NOW

$1 1 99

ITEM 38970/92486/39757/60496/62398/61897 shown

*95651149
*
95651149

*95652610
*
95652610

*95652990
*
95652990

*95653425
*
95653425

LIMIT 2 - Coupon valid through 3/31/20*

LIMIT 2 - Coupon valid through 3/31/20*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 3/31/20*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 3/31/20*

*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 3/31/20.

At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare to” price means that the specified comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others
may vary by location. No other meaning of “Compare to” should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

UP CLOSE

A nearly 2,000-acre cattle ranch
on the outskirts of Okeechobee
is at the heart of everything
Brad Phares does. He fits his
many creative pursuits around
day-to-day tasks on the ranch.
PHOTOS BY JENNIFER KOUKOS

Preserving an Endangered Heritage
By Pam Blair

He is not a typical
rancher—or attorney.
A Renaissance man, Brad
Phares combines a love
of learning and working
the land with writing,
painting and marketing
ranch-inspired products.
The thread that ties together
his varied creative pursuits is
sharing the story of his life:
capturing and preserving
Florida’s iconic cow culture on
canvas and in the printed word.
An eighth-generation
rancher, Brad’s motivation is to
protect a Florida ranching heritage he sees being swallowed
up by development.
“Ranchers are private,
humble, keep-your-head-downand-do-your-work people,”
Brad says. “We don’t talk much
about why we do what we do
and why it is important. We
10
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were late realizing the need to
spread that message.”
Through his oil paintings of
ranch landscapes, short stories,
cowboy poetry, photographs
and a podcast he launched in
January, Brad hopes to broaden
people’s horizons.
Rather than be cooped up in
a courtroom, he is putting his
law degree to use by focusing
on trying to save his way of life.
Little by little, Brad says,
ranches are being squeezed out.
He points to Google maps that
show how previously wide-open
greenspaces have been replaced
by asphalt—and that is not
without consequence, he notes.
“Ranches are the only thing
left to protect greenspace in
Florida,” he says. “Millions of
people moved in here who
don’t have the background or
frame of reference for what has
been here. People don’t understand how water has moved
historically. Water can’t go to
where it used to go.
“One of my aspirations is

to share the unique and littleknown story of Florida ranching with my urban neighbors so
that they have a better appreciation for how Florida ranches
have played an integral role in
creating Florida as a mega-state
as well as the vital role they
play in protecting our natural
resources for the future.”
A Multifaceted Path
Ranching is in Brad’s blood. So
is his affinity for storytelling
and the pursuit of knowledge.
As a second grader, Brad
filled a spiral notebook with
short stories and pictures he
created while sitting in class.
His parents encouraged him
during his preteen years, taking
him to Saturday morning art
classes at the hobby store in
Okeechobee.
“It was Bob Ross-style—sit
down and paint it all at one
time,” Brad explains. “It was not
abstract, but not super realistic.”
He says he went for a
month, then painted on his

own before moving on to other
interests. He didn’t resume
painting until his late teens.
The desire returned after he
visited the studio of landscape
artist Rick Kelly. Brad improved
his skill, painting beside Rick off
and on for a couple of years.
“He told me nobody is good
at landscape and good at people
and animals,” Brad says. “You
tell me I can’t do something,
and I’m going to figure it out.
My first ones were pretty rough,
but it’s a lifelong journey. You
can see the growth.”
Brad began writing poetry in
high school while out building
a fence or sitting on a tractor.
His parents steered him
toward a career in veterinary
medicine, and he started on that
path at the University of Florida.
“I never gave a thought to
whether I wanted to do it,”
Brad says. “I discovered the
vet school (at UF) was smallanimal focused, and I was
interested in large animals.”
He earned a bachelor’s in

See His Work at
Brighton Field Days
The oil paintings of Brad Phares
will be for sale at the 82nd annual
Brighton Field Days Festival
February 14-16 at the Fred Smith
Rodeo Arena on the Seminole
Reservation in Okeechobee.
The event features American
Indian arts and crafts, a rodeo,
authentic Seminole food, native
dancers, live music, a snake show
and alligator wrestling.
“I’ve built a pretty good following
with the Seminole Tribe,” Brad
says. “Very few people are
painting in a way that reflects
their culture. I grew up close by. I
always knew and was fascinated
by the Seminole culture.”
Brad says his paintings are
contemporary portrayals that
include historical aspects.
For more information about the
festival, visit rezrodeo.com.

Brad says the completed painting on his easel is the closest thing he has dome to a self-portrait. It shows
him and his kids, Jacqueline and Jared, in the spot where they always tie up their horses.

animal science, then shifted
his focus to English, literature
and history before deciding
to enroll in law school at St.
Thomas University in Miami.
“A year into it, I figured out
it may not be what I wanted
to do as a career,” Brad says. “I
like the outdoors. I couldn’t be
shut in an office all day.”
He says earning the degree
helped him develop critical
thinking and research skills
that he puts to use daily.
“I’m entrepreneur-minded, so

I looked for ways to use what I
knew,” Brad says. “I focused on
agriculture and spreading the
message about the big disconnect between coastal and urban
Florida and rural Florida.”
Branding His Message
His podcast, “Between the
Beaches,” is one more way Brad
is trying to reach urban folks.
His goal to start is once a week.
“The hardest part is counteracting 20 years of misinformation,” he says. “Hopefully we

can do that through my work
and the cattle association.”
Brad showcases his Florida
ranching traditions through
his family-owned business,
Cowhunters Unlimited. All
of his products are sold on
www.cowhuntersunlimited.com.
That includes his paintings,
his 2016 book titled “Celtic
Cowhunter,” photographs, hats,
T-shirts and, soon, reintroduction of his award-winning salsa
that features his granny’s guava
butter, along with hot sauce,

jams and seasonings. One of his
paintings is on the salsa label.
Brad is co-authoring another
book, “Dreams of a Rancher’s
Daughter,” with his daughter.
He says he gets about five
hours of sleep a night, using the
quiet, uninterrupted time his
wife, Sam, is sleeping to paint
and write—to tell his stories.
In “Celtic Cowhunter,” Brad
wrote about the early ScotsIrish pioneers who migrated
into what was then the Florida
territory and helped birth the
cattle industry and a way of life.
“I’m not sure any other culture had the fortitude to settle
in and make a go of it,” he says.
Brad is equally determined.
“That genetic coding is what
binds us to the land, to our livestock and to our way of life,” he
says. “That fiercely independent
fighting spirit is what unites us
as we endeavor to preserve and
protect our culture.” n
F E B R UA RY 2 0 2 0
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SPOTLIGHT

Keep your yard looking good when
your body says, ‘Slow down!’

Great Gardens,
Less Work
By George Weigel

Gardening doesn’t get easier as you age, as your creaky bones and sore
back might remind you after that first yard-cleanup weekend of spring.
Pretty much everything involves getting down, getting up, bending
over or lugging items around. AARP-aged backs don’t tolerate that as
well as 30-year-old ones, but “experienced” gardeners can compensate by
gardening smarter instead of harder.
By doing necessary jobs more efficiently and skipping a few unnecessary
ones, it’s possible to maintain a nice yard with less stress—and that’s a
good goal no matter your age.
General Labor-Savers
Pace yourself. It’s OK to take
breaks. Split jobs over several
days instead of one-day
marathons. You may even be
able to spread work into the
off-season, such as clipping
spent perennials or edging
beds during a winter thaw.
Zone it. Carve the
landscape into zones (front,
back, vegetable garden, etc.)
and worry about just one
zone at a time. Tackle each
by priority. This breaks one
mammoth job into a series of
manageable small ones.
Vary the work. Don’t
overdo it by repeating the
same motion hour after hour.
Do a little digging, a little
weeding, a little watering.
12
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Variety reduces soreness,
blisters and repetitive-motion
injuries.
Simplify. Walk the yard and
assess which plants or gardens
cause an unacceptable amount
of work. Bite the bullet and
replace them with plantings
that need less care.
Re-evaluate. Can you
reduce or let go of unrealistic
standards? Does the lawn
really have to be totally weedfree? Can the hedge grow
looser instead of being tightly
clipped three times a season?
Is that fresh coat of mulch
really needed every spring?
Get help. Hire out the
toughest jobs first. Spreading
truckloads of mulch might be
a good place to start.

Jobs to Skip
Tilling. You probably will need
to till a new bed and work in
compost, but after that, regular
tilling is counter-productive.
It stirs up weed seeds, kills
earthworms and harms soil
structure when wet soil is
tilled.
Raking. There is no need
to rake every last leaf out
of the yard. Leaves insulate
plants during winter and
feed the lawn when they’re
mowed in rather than raked
off. Rake only if there are too
many leaves on the lawn to
effectively mow them.
Spraying. Be more forgiving
of temporary, cosmetic
plant damage. Few bugs and
diseases are plant-killers. For

plants threatened by repeated
potential fatal problems,
consider replacing them rather
than constantly rescuing them.
Mass-planting annuals. Cut
back on planting and watering
annual flowers by spotting
them in smaller clusters, or
switch to using them just in
pots, hanging baskets and
window boxes.
Bulb care. Skip braiding
bulb foliage after the flowers
bloom. It’s a waste of work
and is counter-productive.
Interplant bulbs with
perennials so the emerging
perennial foliage will hide the
decaying bulb foliage, or lean
toward short, small-leafed
bulbs whose foliage fades
away.

Work smarter, not harder, when creating or maintaining your home garden. ADOBE STOCK PHOTO BY FREEDOMZ

Weed-fighting
Prevention is the best
medicine. Keep 2 to 3 inches
of bark or wood mulch over
beds, or use granular weed
preventers over garden beds in
early spring before new weeds
begin to sprout.
No openings. Plant closely
so your plants occupy all of
the space. Low, spreading
groundcover plants are
especially effective. Remember,
weeds love bare soil.
Get weeds when they’re
little. You will save a ton of
trouble by stopping weeds
before they go to seed or fruit.
It’s better to police for weeds
often than to try to undo a
massive invasion.

Weed when wet. Weeds
come out easier in damp soil.
Hoeing is more effective in dry
soil since cut-off weeds are less
likely to regrow.
Use the right weapons.
Switch to long-handled
weeding tools if bending over is
too hard on your back, or spotspray weeds with an herbicide
or vinegar.
Watch what you plant.
Some plants become weeds
by rampant reseeding (i.e.,
morning glory, johnny jumpups, nigella, sweet annie, borage,
snow-on-the-mountain). Some
“pass-along” plants given by
friends and neighbors (i.e.,
ribbon grass, bishop’s weed,
houttuynia, lamiastrum, mints)

become invaders since people
tend to dig up and give away
what’s getting out of control in
their garden.
Lightened Lawn Work
Cut high. Longer but level
grass still looks neat, conserves
moisture and shades emerging
weeds. Cutting short just
encourages faster growth and
more mowing.
Stop bagging. Let grass
clips lie. It saves work and
cuts landfill costs. Moreover,
decaying clips return nutrients
to the soil. Cut often enough
that clips don’t form clumps.
Fertilize less. Do you really
need four or five applications a
year? Organic or slow-release”

nitrogen fertilizers give you
good but slower-growth results
and can be done just twice a
year.
Overseed to keep lawn thick.
Dense grass is a great defense
against weeds. There’s no
room for anything else.
Reduce lawn size. In the
long run, low-care beds of
dwarf shrubs, perennials,
compact evergreens and
groundcovers are less
expensive and less work than
lawns. What other plant do we
prune 25 times a year?
Smarter Plant Selection
Watch sizes. Most pruning
is done because we put toobig plants in too-little spaces.
F E B R UA RY 202 0
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ABOVE: Eliminate bed-edging work by laying two sets of stones—one
up and one flat. PHOTOS BY GEORGE WEIGEL
TOP: Close planting defends your gardens against weeds elbowing in.

ABOVE: Leave your grass a bit longer than normal. Longer grass still
looks nice. ADOBE STOCK PHOTO BY STOCKME
TOP: Ease aching, aging backs by gardening smarter.
PHOTO BY GEORGE WEIGEL

Lean toward compact, dwarf
varieties in any new plantings,
or at least give adequate
growth space.
More trees. Some of the
lowest-care landscaping is
island beds of groundcovers,
shade-tolerant shrubs and lowcare perennials growing under
trees. Pick small to mid-size
14
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ornamental trees that do more
than one thing in one season.
Homework. Research how
much care a plant needs
before buying it. Lean toward
varieties that seldom run into
pest problems. Good resources
include garden centers, public
gardens and local cooperative
extension services.

Other Labor Savers
Prune when needed. For plants
already outgrowing the space
you’ve given them, it’s better to
prune them lightly each year
than to let them overgrow for
several years, then try to whack
them back into submission.
Let perennials stand over
winter. It’s easier to rake off
semi-decayed perennial plants
at winter’s end than to cut stillrigid ones in fall. Plus, birds
appreciate the dried seeds and
nesting material.
Eliminate edging. Lay
stone or brick around bed
perimeters. Set one upright and

butt a second one against it
flat and level with the ground
on the lawn side. This holds in
mulch, keeps grass out and lets
you run the mower wheels over
the flat course.
Use tools that fit. Switch to
more ergonomically designed
tools that are comfortable to
use. You may need to switch
to power tools from peoplepowered ones as you age.
Keep whatever tools you’re
using sharp. n
George Weigel is a horticulturist,
garden consultant, author and
newspaper garden columnist. His
website is http://georgeweigel.net.

Gardening With Pets: A Sensible and Cautious Approach
By Pamela A. Keene
When you’re gardening, you’re in your
pet’s natural environment. Most pets thrive
on being outdoors with their owners.
However, experts suggest using care
when combining gardening and time with
your pets, especially when they’re young.
“Dogs love to roll around in the grass
and to explore,” says Suzanne Brosche,
owner of Arts of Stone Gardening in
Dahlonega, Georgia, north of Atlanta.
“Plus, dogs and cats often eat grass as an
aid to digestion. Puppies and kittens tend
to chew on just about anything, so they
need to be watched more closely.”
Planning your landscape and gardens
with your pets in mind can go a long way
toward the safety and health of your plants.
Safe Choices
Create a shady pet-safe area for your
canine friends. Build a sandbox or sand pit
for dogs to dig and lie down in to cool off.
Wood chips can encourage animals to use
the area as their own. Plant pet-friendly
flora such as catnip or its horticultural
relatives to encourage cats to nibble, rub
against it or roll in it. Give it a separate
area of the garden. As a perennial, it will
grow for a season, die back, then sprout
the next year. It may need to be pruned
periodically to keep it from overtaking the
space.
Landscape with edible plants that are
also safe for humans, such as marigolds,
pansies, violets and roses. Herbs—
including parsley, mint, rosemary and
thyme—are nontoxic. Because of their
strong odors and taste, your pets may
naturally avoid them.
For maximum safety, garden
organically, avoiding chemicals, pesticides
and synthetic fertilizers on your lawn,
trees, shrubs or gardens.
Fence Your Gardens
Start training your pets from a young age
about where they are allowed to go in your
yard. Be consistent and firm.
Keep an eye on your pets when you’re
outdoors, and make time to play with them.

There is more to worry about than your pet destroying your garden, such as your pet’s safety.
Set aside a pet-safe area and teach your pets from an early age to avoid dangerous plants.
ADOBE STOCK PHOTO BY MAXJOY

Use Caution
If you must use chemicals, read package
labels completely, from directions for use
to cautions when using around pets and
children.
Fire ants are a risk to humans and pets.
It can be difficult to rid your landscape of
them naturally. If you must use chemical
bait, read the package instructions and
cautions, then cordon off the area after
applying to prevent exposure to your
pets—and your children.
Beware of natural risks to your pets,
such as mushrooms and funguses that
grow in the fall and spring. Most are not
toxic, but it’s better to be cautious and
remove them before letting your pet out.
Avoid planting certain vegetables,
such as tomatoes and onions, unless
your garden is fenced. According to the
American Kennel Club, leaves from both
are toxic to dogs.

Other plants are poisonous. Oleander,
sago palms, mistletoe, Asiatic lilies and
azaleas—plus tulip, daffodil and hyacinth
bulbs—can be harmful or fatal to pets. If
you have these plants in your garden, fence
the area to keep your pets away. Store bulbs
on high shelves or in drawers, and don’t let
dogs dig in gardens where bulbs have been
planted. Poisoning symptoms can include
vomiting, excess salivation/drooling,
diarrhea or seizures.
A word about houseplants: Many—
such as Easter lilies, Christmas and
Easter cactuses, poinsettias, peace lilies,
cyclamen, pothos, English ivy and
chrysanthemums—are harmful to pets.
Keep them out of your pet’s reach.
“If your pet eats a poisonous plant or
bulb, or you suspect that she has, call your
veterinarian immediately,” Suzanne says. “It’s
better to be overly cautious than to hope the
symptoms will disappear on their own.”
F E B R UA RY 2 0 2 0
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IN THE KITCHEN

VALENTINE’S DAY

for the Whole Family
Light, fun and entertaining treats
satisfy child and adult taste buds

Strawberry Breakfast Cream Puffs
Puffs

1 cup water
½ cup ghee
2 teaspoons honey
½ teaspoon sea salt

1 cup white flour
4 eggs
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon ginger

Heat oven to 400 F.
Combine water, ghee, honey and salt in a large
saucepan. Bring to a boil. Add flour. Stir until mixture
resembles a smooth ball of dough. Remove from heat.
Add eggs slowly, one at a time, and beat until dough
becomes shiny and silky. Drop the dough by the
spoonful (slightly less than ¼ cup each) onto a large,
ungreased baking sheet. Bake for approximately 30
minutes, until slightly golden. Remove from baking
sheet immediately and cool on a wire rack.
Cream and filling
¼ cup lemon juice
½ cup maple syrup
16 ounces fresh
strawberries, sliced
2 cups heavy coconut
cream (gently spoon

out the thick, top part
of canned coconut
milk from the liquid
and use the thick
cream)
Mint leaves for garnish

Combine lemon juice and half of the maple syrup
in a bowl. Add the strawberries. Chill for at least 30
minutes. While the strawberries are marinating, whip
the coconut cream and remaining maple syrup until
smooth.
Once ready to serve, slice the puffs in half, leaving
the bottom half thicker. Discard excess liquid from the
berries. Stir the berries and cream mixture together.
Fill each of the puffs and replace each top. Garnish
with mint leaves before serving.
Serves 4

Recipe by Chelsea Glanz

Looking for more Valentine’s Day-inspired recipes?
Go to http://floridacurrents.com/vday-recipes

Heart-Shaped Tea Bites
Fresh-baked sourdough
bread (about ½ loaf or
enough for four full-sized
sandwiches), sliced into
eight large pieces
¾ cup cream cheese
Juice of one lemon
1 teaspoon dill
½ teaspoon sea salt

Whip together cream cheese, lemon juice, dill, salt and
dressing with a fork or firm whisk until thoroughly combined
and creamy. Spread the cream cheese mixture evenly onto
one side of each of the eight pieces of bread. Carefully lay
cucumber slices on top of the cream cheese on four of the
slices. Place half of the watercress and capers on top of the
cream cheese on the other four slices. Pair the cucumberand watercress-topped slices together to make four large
sandwiches.
Carefully cut heart-shaped pieces out of each sandwich,
using a medium cookie cutter so two mini sandwiches are
obtained from each larger sandwich. Arrange on serving
dishes on a bed of watercress and cherry tomatoes.
Serves 4

Recipe by Chelsea Glanz

Cranberry Lemon Spritzers
1 cup cranberries
1 cup fresh-squeezed lemon
juice
½ cup raw, unrefined sugar

F E B R UA RY 2020

16 ounces seltzer water
8 to 10 thyme sprigs for
garnish

Put cranberries in a small saucepan. Add just enough water
to cover. Simmer, covered, until cranberries are thoroughly
cooked and soft, about 30 minutes. Once cooked, strain the
berries out of the remaining liquid. Discard the berries and
retain the juice.
Pour the cranberry juice and lemon juice into a large
pitcher. Add the sugar and seltzer water. Stir until sugar is
dissolved. Add half of the thyme sprigs and let sit for about 30
minutes to infuse with a light herbal flavor.
Serve in cocktail glasses over ice. Garnish with fresh thyme
sprigs.
Serves 4

Recipe by Chelsea Glanz

16

1 tablespoon Caesar dressing
1 bunch fresh watercress,
chopped
1 English cucumber, peeled
and sliced
4 teaspoons capers
Cherry tomatoes
Heart-shaped cookie cutter

Pink, Red and White Pretzels
Approximately 12 large pretzels
(for best results, use soft, warm
pretzels)
Red food coloring

2.5 cups premade frosting
(or homemade frosting; see
note below)
Candy sprinkles

Evenly divide frosting into three wide-mouth bowls. Add single drops of
food coloring to one bowl of frosting, stirring thoroughly, until frosting is
desired shade of red. Add fewer drops of red food coloring to the next bowl
of frosting, stirring consistently, until a desired shade of pink is achieved.
Leave the third bowl of frosting white. Dip each pretzel face down in
frosting, varying colors. Decorate with candy sprinkles.
To make homemade frosting: Whip four parts confectioners’ sugar
with one part butter or ghee, until desired consistency is achieved. Add
¼ teaspoon vanilla extract and 2 tablespoons heavy cream per 2½ cups
frosting for an extra-buttery texture.
Serves 4

Recipe by Chelsea Glanz; photo by Dan Glanz
F E B R UA RY 2 0 2 0
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THE GREAT PICTURE HUNT

NIKON D800, 24mm lens
ISO: 4000
Aperture: f/2.8
Shutter: 1/100

Capture Moments From the ‘Big Game’
IT WASN’T THE FIRST TIME I was stranded on an airplane
during a Super Bowl or World Series game because of a snowstorm. Air travel in late fall or winter is always uncertain, which
can be frustrating for a sports fan. In years past, the pilot or a
flight attendant would sometimes announce the score of a big
game. But with today’s smartphone technology, hardcore fans
don’t have to miss important game moments.
A few rows ahead of me, football fans leaned into the aisle to
watch the closing minutes between the Philadelphia Eagles and
the New England Patriots during the 2019 Super Bowl.
Most of us will never photograph a Super Bowl or World Series
game, but that should not keep us from looking for pictures that
reveal the excitement of the event. Stay focused on the fans during
big plays, especially early or late if the game is close.
If a television screen is in your picture, use a slow shutter
speed, 1/30th of a second or less. You can then bounce flash off
a white card or low ceiling to properly expose those reacting to
what is happening on the screen. If the screen isn’t in the picture,
and there is enough light to see faces, consider using a higher
ISO, 1600 or higher, and a wide aperture, 2.8 or however wide
open your lens will open, and turn off the flash. n
18
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Reader Challenge:
Photograph the
Big Game, But
Without a Ticket
People gather for parties,
buy truckloads of snacks and
beverages, and congregate in
groups anywhere a big screen
television shows the Super
Bowl. Storytelling pictures are
everywhere. See if you can
capture the mood and emotions—
the joy, despair and anxiety—
surrounding the “Big Game.”
To respond to this challenge, and
share your work, email your best
image to social@pur.coop with a
caption and photo credit. We will
share the best submissions on our
website or social media channels.

David LaBelle
spent his boyhood
years taking
photos and
began his storied
photojournalism
career while still
in high school.
He has worked
for 20 newspapers and magazines
in nine states, and taught at three
universities. The internationally
known photographer, author and
lecturer has shared his photo tips
and life perspectives here since
2009. For more information, visit
www.greatpicturehunt.com.

ADVANCED
DIGITAL
HEARING AID
TECHNOLOGY
BUY 1
GET 1

“This is truly
a miracle…

I don’t even know
how to begin thanking you
for giving me my life back!”
— Sherri H., Granville, NY

FREE Reg: $399.98

Only $ 199 99

Each When You Buy a Pair – LIMITED TIME ONLY!

How can a digital hearing aid
that costs only $19999 be every bit
as good as one that sells for $2,400 or more?

The answer: Although tremendous strides have
been made in Advanced Digital Hearing Aid
Technology, those cost reductions have not
been passed on to you. Until now...
MDHearingAid® uses the same
kind of Advanced Digital Hearing Aid
Technology incorporated into hearing aids
that cost thousands more at a small
fraction of the price.
Over 350,000 satisfied MDHearingAid
customers agree: High-quality, digital
FDA-registered hearing aids don’t
have to cost a fortune. The fact is,
you don’t need to spend thousands
for a digital hearing aid. MDHearingAid
is a medical-grade digital hearing aid
offering sophistication and high
performance, and works right out
of the box with no time-consuming
“adjustment” appointments. You
can contact a licensed hearing
specialist conveniently online or
by phone — even after your
purchase at no cost. No other
company provides such extensive
support. Now that you know...why pay more?

DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED

Can a Hearing Aid Delay or Prevent
Alzheimer’s and Dementia?
A study by the National Institute on Aging
suggests older individuals with hearing loss
are significantly more likely to develop
Alzheimer’s and dementia over time than those
who retain their hearing. They suggest that an
intervention — such as a hearing aid — could
delay or prevent this by improving hearing!

45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!
If you are not completely satisfied with
your MDHearingAids, return them
within 45 days for a FULL REFUND!

For the Lowest Price Call

1-800-949-5846
www.MDBOGO.com

Use Code

JV68

and get FREE Batteries for 1 Year
Plus FREE Shipping
Proudly assembled in America!

Nearly Invisible

BATTERIES
INCLUDED!

FLORIDA TRAVEL

Weeki
Wachee’s
Wonders
WHAT IS IT?

WHERE IS IT?
Weeki Wachee
Springs State
Park is close to
the Gulf Coast,
about an hour
north of Tampa in
Hernando County.
20
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Weeki Wachee is
an ancient spring
where you can
watch a mermaid
show, take a river
boat cruise, learn
about Florida
wildlife, swim in
the pristine waters
at Buccaneer Bay
or paddle down
the Weeki Wachee
River.

PHOTO COURTESY OF
WEEKI WACHEE SPRINGS
STATE PARK

MERMAID SHOW

HISTORY
The park has
been entertaining
visitors since
1947 and is
one of Florida’s
oldest roadside
attractions. Navy
veteran Newton
Perry developed
the original tourist
destination with
the now-famous
mermaid show as
main attraction.

The world-famous
Mermaids of
Weeki Wachee
perform their
version of The
Little Mermaid live
in a submerged
400-seat
auditorium. They
also perform
classic feats,
such as eating
and drinking
underwater. The
Mermaids also
share historical
information and
technical aspects
of the show.

MORE INFO
WHEN TO GO
Go any weekend in
the winter or fall
to avoid crowds.
The attraction is
open year-round,
except Christmas
Day. Hours are
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
daily.

The park is at
6131 Commercial
Way, Weeki
Wachee, Florida.
For more
information, call
352-592-5656, visit
weekiwachee.
com, or www.
floridastateparks.
org/WeekiWachee.

Enjoy the Ease of Showering Safely
So You Can Stay in the Home You Love!
Upgrade your
bathroom, upgrade
your life. With a new

Introducing the

ALL Nk-EInW
Wal
Shower!

walk-in shower, you can
make sure your bathroom
ages as gracefully as you do.
This shower was designed
by experts, with you in
mind, focusing on safety
and convenience when it
matters most. Discover how
a walk-in shower can help
reduce the risk of falling,
giving you the freedom to
enjoy your bathroom again.

Call today and receive
exclusive savings of up to

✔ Commercial Grade Non-Slip Floor
✔ Easy-to-reach Shower Wand

✔ Optional Built-in Seat or

Fold Down Safety Seat

✔ Professionally Installed in 1 day

✔ Lifetime Warranty

✔ Tru Temp Anti Scald Shower Valve

✔ Optional Barrier Free

✔ Ergo L Shaped Grab Bar

Wheelchair Accessible

$750 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-888-375-4936

www.SafeStepShower.com
With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Shower.
Not applicable with any previous walk-in shower purchase.
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

Callfor more
Nowinformation
Toll-Free
1-888-375-4936
and ask about our Senior Discounts.
Financing available with approved credit.

CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300

PLANNER
FLORIDA CURRENTS

February 14-15, Palmetto
51st annual Suncoast Antique
Bottle and Collectible Show
See antique bottles—most made
before 1900 and some before
1700—stoneware, insulators, pottery, artifacts, advertising of all
types, fossils, old tins, postcards,
coins and more at the Manatee
River Fair Association Building,
1402 14th Ave. West. Early buyers
are welcome Friday from 2 to
7 p.m. Admission is $25 for both
days. Free appraisals and free
items are offered at entrance on
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday-only admission is $4.
Children 16 and younger get in free
when accompanied by an adult.

Include Your Upcoming Event

Want to share a family-friendly event with the readers of Florida
Currents? Please send details to info@floridacurrents.com. Include
the date, town, times and a way for readers to register or get more
information. Please submit the item at least 60 days before the
event (due to press deadline). If you own rights to a print-quality
photo promoting your event—perhaps from a past year—please
include it along with photo credit information. Thank you.
February 1-2, Lake Placid
Lake Placid Arts and
Crafts County Fair
Make what you will, with more than
100 booths, entertainment and
demonstrations at Devane Park.
tourlakeplacid.com; 863-465-4335

February 5, Islamorada
Lecture Series
Author and retired law enforcement
officer Bob Lee talks about “Bad
Guys, Bullets and Boat Chases”
at 6 p.m. at the Keys History &
Discovery Center. Doors open at
5:30 p.m. Reservations should be
made at info@keysdiscovery.com.
www.keysdiscovery.com; 305-922-2237

February 8, Tavernier
Annual Italian Dinner
The San Pedro Women’s Guild
offers homemade spaghetti with
meat sauce, choice of meatballs
or eggplant rollatini, bread, salad
and dessert from 4 to 7 p.m. at the
church, MM 89.5. The cost is $15
for adults and $5 for children 10
and younger. There will be music
and a silent auction.

February 9, Key West
Canellakis-Brown Duo
A piano-cello duo heralded by The
New York Times takes the stage at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church at
4 p.m., playing classics and original
arrangements. Tickets are $20.
www.keywestimpromptu.org

February 9, Islamorada
Moose March Against Cancer
Don your best bras for a poker/pub
run to raise money for the Cancer
Foundation of the Florida Keys.
Registration for the walk is at The
Whistle Stop from 10 a.m. to noon.
The entry fee is $25, which includes
a poker hand. The finish line is at
the Moose Lodge, with music, food,
auctions, raffles, and prizes for the
best poker hands and bras.
www.facebook.com (search Islamorada
Moose March Against Cancer)

February 11, 2020, Pensacola
Black Violin: Impossible Tour
The classically trained duo of Kev
Marcus and Wil B. plays hip hop on
the violin and viola at the Saenger
Theater. Tickets start at $25.

mariamar47@comcast.net

www.pensacolasaenger.com;
850-595-3380

February 8, Port St. Joe
Winter Bay Day
Tour the St. Joseph Bay Preserves
and its rare and endangered plants,
and take part in the shrimp boil and
open house from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The cost is $10.

February 12, Panama City
Sidewalk Stargazing
Bring binoculars or a telescope for
an outdoor constellation viewing
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Meet outside
the Bay County Public Library.

www.stjosephbaypreserve.org/winterbay-day; 800-299-1787

February 8-9, Okeechobee
Top of the Lake Art Fest
Okeechobee Main Street supports
local galleries and artists, with a
kids’ art zone and live entertainment scattered among the booths.
At night, Park Street turns into
the Taste, where you can sample
dishes from local businesses. Taste
of Okechobee admission is $25.
www.okeechobeemainstreet.org;
863-357-6246
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www.nwrls.com; 850-522-2100

February 12, Key Largo
Lecture Series
Dr. Donald F. McNeill from the
University of Miami takes his turn
in the Florida State Parks lecture
series, exploring “The Geologic
History of the Florida Keys” at the
John Pennekamp Coral Reef State
Park visitor center and aquarium
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
www.floridastateparks.org/events;
850-245-2157

originalsabca@aol.com;
Linda, 941-565-0593 or 941-722-7233;
George, 727-804-5957

DIVE INTO ART:
THE BEAUTY
OF RECYCLING
A colorful seahorse crafted
from wire, old paper and
reused items collected from the
beach and ground is one of the
exhibits featured at the History
of Diving Museum, MM 82.9,
Islamorada, through March
18. In collaboration with the
museum and Art Guild of the
Purple Isles, art and science
departments at four Upper
Keys schools are studying the
impacts of waste in our ocean
environment and creating
art from recycled materials.
The goal is to highlight the
importance of recycling
and protecting aquatic
environments. Exhibit hours
are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily
Museum admission applies. For
more information, visit agpi.us
or divingmuseum.org.
February 13, Panama City
Writer’s Gallery: Love Edition
Bring your love-themed work or just
listen at open mic night at 6 p.m. at
the Panama City Center for the Arts,
19 East 4th St. Admission is $5, or
free if you wear red, pink or hearts.
www.pccenterforthearts.com;
850-640-3670

February 15, Pensacola
Kids and Kritters Parade
Catch some beads and join the
Mardi Gras walking procession for
children and pets at 2 p.m. starting
from the Casino Beach parking lot.
A pre-parade show is at 1:40 p.m.
Children participate for free. Pets
are $5 each. Parking is free.
www.pensacolabeachmardigras.com;
850-748-6878

February 15, Key Largo
and Plantation Key
40th annual Garden Walk
Presented by the Garden Club of
the Upper Keys, the self-guided
tour from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. offers
a chance to visit a variety of island
garden styles not otherwise available for viewing. Stroll through
the Francis Tracy Garden Center
grounds, MM 94, while enjoying a
complimentary tea party, an art
show, plant sales, artisan wares,
mobile food vendor and educational
exhibits. Tickets are $30 in advance
or $35 the day of the event.
gardenclubupperkeys.org; 305-451-8137

February 15, Marathon
Fourth annual Coral Head
Music Festival
Nationally recognized bands and
Keys favorites perform from noon
to 10 p.m. at Marathon Community
Park. All proceeds from the American Legion Riders event benefit
local charities. Tickets are $27 in
advance; $35 at the gate. Children
12 and younger are admitted for $5.
coralheadmusicfest.com

SMILEMAKER
DENTAL FAIR
Celebrate National Children’s
Dental Health Month with the
Waypoint Foundation’s Party With
a Purpose Friday, February 14,
from noon to 5 p.m. at MM 102.9
in Key Largo. Fun, educational
and free festivities include a tooth
fairy costume parade at 3 p.m.,
live music, refreshments, prizes
and a raffle. A traveling tooth fairy
art exhibit opens with a ribboncutting and refreshments at 4
p.m. Saturday, February 1, in the
Key Largo Library Community
Room. Inspired by the tooth fairy
theme, kindergartners through
second graders will make drawings
displayed at the library throughout
the month. For more information,
visit www.mobilesmilemaker.org.
February 15, Panama City Beach
PCB Food Truck &
Craft Beer Festival
Pizzas, tacos, sweets and, of
course, craft beers will line Aaron
Bessant Park from noon to 5 p.m.
Admission starts at $5.
www.foodtruckfestivalsofamerica.com/
panama-city-beach; 617-254-9500

February 17, Pensacola
Sea Turtle Presentation
Cathy Holmes from the Navarre
Beach Sea Turtle Conservation
Center will talk about sea turtles in
the Pensacola area at 1:30 p.m. at
the visitor center in Wayside Park
near the Pensacola Bay Bridge.
850-434-1234

February 19, Islamorada
Lecture Series
Author Peggy Macdonald talks
about “Florida’s First Ladies”
at 6 p.m. at the Keys History &
Discovery Center. Doors open at
5:30 p.m. Reservations should be
made at info@keysdiscovery.com.
www.keysdiscovery.com; 305-922-2237

February 19, Islamorada
Immerse Yourself!
Author John Christopher Fine talks
about sunken ships and the inhabitants of La Martinique in the French
West Indies after the eruption of
Mount Pelee. The free presentation
begins at 7 p.m.
divingmuseum.org; 305-664-9737

February 19-22, Fort Meade
Antique Flywheel Engine
and Tractor Show
The Flywheelers Antique Engine
Club’s largest show of the season
features flywheel engines, functioning sawmills, antique construction
equipment, parades, a Model T puttogether and tractor pulls. Gates
are open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
7000 Avon Park Cutoff Road.
www.floridaflywheelers.org;
863-285-9121

Beginning February 21
Grapefruit League Spring Training
Hear the crack of the bat and
the first sounds of spring as the
national pastime returns with 15
teams, including the World Series
Champion Washington Nationals.
www.floridagrapefruitleague.com

February 21, Indian Lake Estates
Tribute to George Strait
Enjoy a journey through the life and
music of legend George Strait with
Gordy and Debbie at 7 p.m. Doors
open at 6 p.m. General admission
starts at $20. For tickets, visit www.
eventbrite.com (no refunds). The
19th Hole Bar and Grill will be open.
www.indianlakeestates.net;
863-692-1433

February 21-22,
Panama City Beach
Mardi Gras and Music Festival
Enjoy live music, a kids’ zone and
the Krewe of Dominique Youx’s
parade at Pier Park.
www.visitpanamacitybeach.com

February 21-23, Pensacola
Ballet Pensacola’s
Paquita and Rocket Man
Classic and contemporary music
come together with a performance
of the 19th Century Paquita and a
retelling of the life of Elton John
at the Pensacola Little Theatre.
Tickets start at $17.

February 28-March 1,
Panama City Beach
Emerald Coast Boat
and Lifestyle Show
From paddleboards and outdoor
kitchens to quad outboard boats,
find anything you could want for a
day of fun on the water at Aaron
Bessant Park. Tickets start at $10.

pensacolalittletheatre.com;
850-432-2042

www.emeraldcoastboatshow.com;
580-348-1498

February 23, Pensacola
Krewe of Wrecks
Mardi Gras Parade
Celebrate Mardi Gras at 2 p.m.
with a parade by the boardwalk.
The route begins at Avenida 10 and
Via DeLuna, and runs west to the
Casino Beach parking lot.

February, 29, Islamorada
Pops in the Park
Animal-themed music is featured at
the Keys Community Concert Band
show at 4 p.m. at Founders Park,
MM 87. Bring your puppy for the
annual pet parade and your favorite
stuffed animal for a special surprise.

www.pensacolabeachmardigras.com;
850-932-1500

www.keyscommunityconcertband.org;
305-451-4530

February 25, Panama City
African Americans and the Vote
Michael Grady and the New Gulf
Coast Choir perform at the Bay
County Public Library at 6 p.m.

February 29, Bradenton
The Parkinson’s Expo
National experts gather at the
Bradenton Area Convention Center
to talk about a disease that afflicts
as many as a million Americans.
Hours are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

www.nwrls.com

February 27-29, Zolfo Springs
52nd annual Pioneer Park Days
The antique engine and tractor
show features more than 200
items, vintage vehicles, a pioneer
village with a working blacksmith
shop, music, food vendors and
more. Admission is $5 daily or $10
for all three days. Children 12 and
younger are admitted free.
www.pioneerparkdays.com;
863-767-9999

www.neurochallenge.org/expo;
941-926-6413

February 29, Key West
Sixth annual Cow Key Channel
Bridge Run
Join zany-dressed participants
for the world’s only Zero K.
Registration for the noon race is
$10. Proceeds benefit The Monroe
County Sheriff’s Animal Farm.
cowkeybridgerun.com
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Prune
With
Care

WHEN PLANTS ARE crispy,
brown and damaged from cold
snaps, do you have the urge to
prune your landscape?
If so, you are not alone. But
the time may not be right.
There are different seasons to
prune depending on the type
of plant. While some plants
should be pruned during winter months, others should not.
Let’s explore the recommendations regarding pruning
common landscape plants.
Trees that lose their leaves
in the cool season should be
pruned when dormant. January
and February are good times to
prune crape myrtle, chaste trees
and many deciduous fruit trees.
Pruning in the winter allows us
to see the structure of the tree
and make strategic pruning cuts.
Note that trees do not
need to be pruned annually.
Some—like crape myrtle—may
never need pruning if they are
planted in the right spot.
Many deciduous fruit trees
need to be pruned every year
to maintain a size that makes it
easy to harvest their fruit.
Evergreen trees and shrubs
Brooke Moffis is
the residential
horticulture agent
for the University
of Florida IFAS
in Lake County.
Email her at
burnb48@ufl.edu.
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Hybrid tea roses are the oddball plant when it comes to winter pruning rules. They should be forced into
winter dormancy no later than Valentine’s Day, and pruned back to a vase-shaped structure.
PHOTO BY TYLER JONES, UF/IFAS

such as juniper, cedar, podocarpus and holly can be lightly
pruned any time of year
because they do not go dormant. Frequent, light pruning
two to three times a year serves
them best. Heavy cuts made
too deep in the shrub may prevent the plant from flushing
back out, and cut branches will
stick out like a sore thumb.
It is best to prune springblooming plants after they are
finished flowering. Southern
shade garden plants such as azaleas, camellias and spiraea fit in
the spring-blooming category.
Prune spring bloomers any time
after flowering, but before July 4
as these plants begin to set next
year’s blooms from mid-summer to fall. If pruned too late in
the year, you won’t get blooms
the following spring.
Herbaceous, tender and
warm-season plants such as
hibiscus, duranta and Persian

shield should not be pruned
until after the danger of frost.
In central Florida, the last
freeze can happen as early as
mid-February or as late as
mid-March. For freeze dates
specific to your area, contact
your local UF/IFAS Extension at http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/
find-your-local-office.
When frost or freezes occur,
it is best to leave the damaged
material on the plant to protect tissue and prevent damage
further into the plant. Prune
tender plants once freezing
weather is no longer expected
for the season. When plants
suffer damage from cold temperatures, wait and let the
plant tell you where to prune.
Do this by allowing the plant
to flush out with new growth.
Prune the stems back to just
above the emerging leaves.
Generally, when any plant is
in leaf, do not prune more than

a third at any given time, to
avoid excessive stress. However,
there are always exceptions to
the rule. With hybrid tea roses,
remove weak dead canes and
prune productive rose canes
at a slant just above a bud eye
growing in an outward direction. At our UF/IFAS Extension
Lake County Discovery Gardens, we strip all the leaves off
our hybrid tea roses. They flush
out beautifully just in time our
spring garden events.
Pruning at the correct time
of year can improve structure,
control growth and encourage
beautiful blooms. If you are
happy with the size, shape and
blooming of your plants, you
have it easy. You may not even
need to prune at all! n
For more information on pruning,
visit the University of Florida’s
website at http://edis.ifas.ufl.
edu/topic_tree_pruning.
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CUT YOUR UTILITY BILLS

Keep Pets and
Energy Bills
Comfortable
We hope these answers are helpful as you
work to save energy while caring for your
furry friends.
Will a pet door affect
your energy bill?
Pet doors are convenient
for pet owners and pets, but
they can affect energy bills. A
poorly made or improperly
installed pet door will create
unwanted drafts that increase
energy bills and reduce the
overall comfort level of your
home. The wrong type of door
also may be pushed open during high winds.
Consider installing a pet
door certified by the Alliance
to Save Energy, or one that has
a double or triple flap. These
types of pet doors can reduce
energy loss and make life easier
for you and your furry friends.
The best solution may be a
high-quality electronic door
that is activated by a chip on
your pet’s collar.
It’s difficult to undo a pet
door installation, so we suggest

This column was co-written by Pat
Keegan and Brad Thiessen of
Collaborative Efficiency. For more
energy tips, go to www.collaborative
efficiency.com/energytips.
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doing your homework before
taking the leap. There may be
other strategies that will give
you and your pet some of the
convenient benefits without the
downsides.
How much hot and cold
can your pup and tabby
handle?
Cats and dogs can handle the
cold better than humans. The
U.S. Department of Agriculture, which regulates facilities that house cats and dogs,
requires facilities to maintain
temperatures above 50 F.
Some exceptions are allowed
for breeds accustomed to the
cold or if some form of insulation is provided for the animals. Your pet’s tolerance really
depends on their breed and
coat thickness.
A report by the Purdue Center for Animal Science says

Don’t let winter weather and thermostat confusion ruin your winter.
Learn to control costs and maintain comfort.

Siberian huskies can tolerate
temperatures below freezing,
but some short-haired dogs
require temperatures of 59 F
or warmer. Older animals may
require warmer temperatures
than younger ones.
During summer, cats and
dogs handle the heat in different ways. Cats clearly enjoy
warmer temperatures more
than dogs, and do a good job
reducing their activity level as
temperatures climb. But both
cats and dogs can get overheated. The USDA says room
temperatures in facilities housing dogs or cats should not
exceed 85 F for more than four
hours at a time.
Is it OK if your pet sleeps
in the garage overnight?
USDA rules suggest this
should be fine if your garage

temperature stays between
50 F and 85 F. Pets might be
able to handle a lower temperature if they have a warm, insulated bed.
I do not recommend heating or cooling your garage for
your pet. This could lead to
extremely high energy bills,
which makes sense. An uninsulated, but heated, garage could
easily cost more to heat than
a home. A better solution is a
heated pet house, which you
can buy from multiple retailers. If you’re willing to spend
a little more, you can find
climate-controlled pet houses
that include heating and cooling options.
You can also buy heated
beds for cats and dogs. Some
beds use as little as 4 watts of
electricity, so they won’t drain
your energy bill. n

Never lose electricity again!

FREE CATALOG
GROWER DIRECT

Grow Half Dollar Size

Muscadines
& Blackberries

Own the #1 brand in
home standby power.
8 out of 10 buyers choose Generac
Home Standby Generators to
automatically provide electricity to
their homes during power outages.
GENERAC Home Standby Generators
start at just $1,999.*

CALL for FREE Generator
Buyer’s Guide and…

Limited Time

BONUS OFFER!
TOLL
FREE

877-200-6646

FreeGeneratorGuide.com

*Price does not include installation. 1A9DFX © 2020

Love Comes in All
Shapes and Sizes

25 Year Warranty • Easy Bolt-Together Design
Engineered Stamp Blueprints

200 varieties fruit, nut trees,
vines & berries.

Ison’s Nursery
Since 1934
PO Box 190 • Brooks, Georgia 30205

1-800-733-0324 • www.isons.com

Looking for the perfect
winter getaway?...
Edisto Beach, SC

Farm • Industrial • Commercial

A perfect getaway to indulge yourself
and relax this winter. With lower
off-season rates, golf and a pet friendly
beach, how can you resist?

RHINO.BUILDERS/FL 940-304-8066
info@rhinobldg.com

This Valentine’s Day,

Follow us on facebook!

Adopt-A-Manatee®
for Someone Special

1-800-432-JOIN (5646)
savethemanatee.org
Photo © David Schrichte

facebook.com/FloridaCurrents

www.edistochamber.com
843.869.3867
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PEACE RIVER ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE PRIVACY POLICY
At Peace River Electric Cooperative, confidentiality is
important to us. As we strive to improve and expand
our services, we recognize our members’ need and
desire to preserve their privacy and confidentiality.
PRECO recognizes the trust members place in us and
is committed to safeguarding member information.
The following policy affirms our continued
commitment to preserving member confidentiality.
The Information We Collect
We receive and retain information about our members through
many sources:
• Information we receive on member applications or other forms.
• Information on usage and data gathered by our metering
systems.
• Information through member transactions with us, our affiliates
or others.
• Information we receive from consumer-reporting agencies.
The Way We Use Information
We limit the use and collection of nonpublic personal information
to that which is necessary to maintain and administer financial
services. We do not share this information with outside parties
unless:
• The information is provided to help complete a memberinitiated transaction (such as credit reporting agencies,
document processing companies, etc.).
• The member has requested it.
• The disclosure is required by law (e.g., subpoena, investigation
of fraudulent activity, etc.).
• The disclosure is required by banking regulation (e.g., Fair
Lending Reporting Act, Home Mortgage Disclosure Act, etc.).
When member information is provided to any of the third parties

mentioned above, that third party must agree to adhere to privacy
principles that provide for keeping such information confidential.
Limiting Employee Access to Information
PRECO limits employee access to member information to those
with a business reason for knowing such information. All of our
employees are educated on the importance of confidentiality and
member privacy. Any employee who violates the financial privacy
of our members is subject to appropriate disciplinary measures
and possible termination.
Protection of Information Via Established Security Procedures
To prevent unauthorized access, maintain data accuracy and
ensure the correct use of information, we have put in place
appropriate physical, electronic and managerial procedures to
safeguard and secure the information.
Maintaining Accurate Information
We have established procedures so our members’ financial
information is accurate, current and complete in accordance with
reasonable commercial standards. PRECO will respond to requests
to correct inaccurate information in a timely manner.
Questions?
At PRECO, we value our member relationships. We want you
to understand how we use the information you provide and
our commitment to ensuring your personal privacy. If you have
questions regarding our privacy policy, please contact us at
800-282-3824.

Nondiscrimination Statement

Peace River Electric Cooperative is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
If you wish to file a civil rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at
www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call 866-632-9992 to request the form.
You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter by mail to U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave. SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax to 202-690-7442 or
email to program.intake@usda.gov.
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A Flexible and
Convenient
Way to Pay
PRECO’s PrePaid Power program lets you pay for
electricity when it’s convenient for you. With this
simple pay-as-you-go plan, you control when and
how you pay for electricity.

Benefits of Enrolling
X

No security deposits.

X

No due dates.

X

No late fees or reconnection fees.

X

Watch your account balance and adjust your energy
usage to fit your schedule.

X

Instead of receiving monthly bills, you receive text,
email or phone alerts when your balance runs low.

X

Instead of paying your electric bill once each month,
you have the flexibility to make as many smaller
payments as you like.

How Does It Work?
Using PrePaid Power is just like refueling your car.
When your balance gets low, you pay for more
kilowatts of electricity to keep your meter running.

Payment Options
X

Your online account at www.preco.coop.

X

Our SmartHub mobile app on your phone or tablet.

X

At a PRECO office payment kiosk, 24/7.

X

By phone at 855-386-9924.

X

In person at one of our offices.

Ready to sign up? Enroll online at www.preco.coop or call PRECO at 800-282-3824.
F E B R UA RY 2 0 2 0
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“I haven’t been this excited
since I got my first bicycle!”
Introducing ZOOMER!
The portable, folding, battery-powered chair that offers easy one-handed operation
Sturdy &
Lightweight
Frame

One-touch Folding
Comfortable
Seating

Joystick Control
(adaptable left or right)

Remember when you were a child and got your first
bicycle? I do. It gave me a sense of independence… I felt like
I could go anywhere, and it was so much easier and more
enjoyable than walking. Well, at my age, that bike wouldn’t
do me much good. Fortunately, there’s a new invention that
gives me the freedom and independence to go wherever
I want… safely and easily. It’s called the Zoomer, and it’s
changed my life.
If you are one of the countless Americans who need a little
help getting around, there is a safe, simple and easy-to-use
solution… the Zoomer. It is propelled by small yet powerful
dual motors for speeds of 3.7 miles per hour over a variety
of terrains, on up to a 10 degree incline. Its innovative
airline-safe Lithium Ion battery enables you to go 8 miles on
a single charge, and the automatic electromagnetic brakes
let you stop on a dime.

Powerful Battery/
Dual Motors

10” Non-Marking
Tires

8” Non-Marking Tires

Swivel Away
Footrest

The secret to the Zoomer is its intuitive steering system.
You operate it with a simple-to-use joystick, giving you
precision maneuverability and the ability to navigate
tight spaces easily with a 25” turning radius. It is
designed to let you pull right up to a table or desk. You
no longer have to move to another chair to work or eat

12” Folds to 12”

in seconds

What’s more, it folds up easily so it can fit in a trunk or a
back seat. Why spend another day watching life pass you
by, when instead you could be Zooming around! Call now
and a knowledgeable, friendly Zoomer expert will tell you
all about it. You’ll be glad you did.

at your table.
Joystick conveniently rolls
beneath table or desk

Easy to use
joystick control

Ready to get your own Zoomer? We’d love to talk to you.

1-888-368-0439

Please mention code 109122 when ordering.

The Zoomer Chair is a personal electric vehicle and is not a medical device nor a wheelchair. Zoomer is not intended for medical purposes
to provide mobility to persons restricted to a sitting position. It is not covered by Medicare nor Medicaid. © 2020 first STREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.

85006

Call now toll free and order one today!

Tune to ESPN

AMERICA’S TOP 120

190

Channels
$59.99/mo.

Local channels included!

Smart HD DVR Included | 2-Year TV Price Guarantee
All offers require credit qualification, 2-year commitment with early termination fee, and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers.
Hopper, Hopper w/Sling, or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification. Fees apply for additional TVs: Hopper $15/mo., Joey $5/mo., Super Joey $10/mo.

FREE HD for Life®

FREE Standard Professional Installation

www.preco.coop
800-282-3824

FL-155

to report a power outage
 Use the SmartHub app
 Text OUT to 800-282-3824
 Call 800-282-3824

corporate headquarters
210 Metheny Road
Wauchula, FL 33873

manatee service center
14505 Arbor Green Trail
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

board of directors
District 1
LEONARD CRAWLEY

District 2

KENNETH ODEN

District 3

BRUCE VICKERS
SECRETARY/TREASURER

District 4

HOLLIS ALBRITTON

District 5

MAURICE HENDERSON

District 6

JOHN MARTIN
ASSISTANT SECRETARY/TREASURER

District 7

CHRIS PORTALE

District 8

ELLEN BACHMAN
VICE PRESIDENT

District 9

WILLIE DAWES
PRESIDENT

board meetings
February 25, 2020
March 24, 2020
April 21, 2020
Any PRECO member may attend a board
meeting. Due to building security
requirements and to facilitate attendance,
members should contact the cooperative in
a timely manner for logistical information
regarding the meeting.

online e-zine

Prefer to receive Florida Currents online?
Sign up through your online account or call
us at 800-282-3824.
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CEO Message

Your District Meeting:
Attend, Learn, Win Prizes
Electric co-ops, including Peace River
Electric, are owned by the people they
serve. As a member and owner of PRECO,
you play an essential role in the life of the
co-op by attending your district meeting.
Each February, district meetings are
held in three of PRECO’s nine districts.
PRECO conducts district metings to
elect or affirm member representatives
to a three-year term on the board of
directors. Your district meeting provides an
opportunity to exercise your right of co-op
ownership by taking part in this process.
This month, we invite members of
Districts 1, 4 and 7 to attend their district
meeting. If you live in one of these
districts, you will receive a flyer in the
mail with the date, time and location of
your district meeting. It also will have
important bylaw requirements, registration
instructions and biography information.
At your district meeting, you’ll also learn
about the programs and services we offer,
hear updates on electric utility industry
issues and meet many of the employees who

keep your cooperative running smoothly.
Having a democratically elected
board of directors ensures PRECO is
continually maintained and operated with
your best interests in mind. The board’s
duties include ensuring compliance with
governmental regulations, maintaining
sound financial standing, impartially
representing the interests of all members
and more. This is why having a qualified
board of directors is so vital.
PRECO members who register to attend
the meeting:
• Receive a $10 electric bill credit.
• Participate in door prize drawings.
• Are entered in a drawing for the
grand prize: a self-charging robotic
vacuum cleaner.
• Enjoy light refreshments, coffee and
soft drinks.
See page 4 for more information.
Watch for a flyer in the mail, then plan
to attend your district meeting.

